16              A HISTORY OF THE MARATHA PEOPLE

the walls from without. The viceroy foiled this second
plot by insisting that the prince's escort should not exceed
seven men. Unable to succeed by fraud, Sambhaji made
vigorous effort to succeed by force. He overran the pro-
vinces of Bardes and Salsette * and on the 25th November,
1683, took the island of Santo Estavao. The 25th Novem-
ber was the anniversary of Albuquerque's capture of Goa
and the population and most of the garrison were cele-
brating it in the Goanese churches. At 10 p, m, Sambhaji
sent across at low tide four thousand men. Taking the
garrison by surprise, the Marathas put them to the sword
and occupied the island fortress. Next day the viceroy
tried to retake it, but the Portuguese were driven back
with heavy loss. Several weeks passed in furious attacks
by the Marathas and desperate resistance by the Portuguese, t
The forts of Rachol, Tivim, and Chapora fell into Sambhaji's
hands and the town of Margoa surrendered. At last it
seemed certain that the Maratha army would force a way
through that part of Goa known as the quarter of Saint
John. Despair seized the soul of the chivalrous Alvor.
Death on the field of honour had no terrors for a noble
of Portugal. But the fear of losing this ancient possession
of his master's house weighed on him deeply and led him
to form a strange resolve. Instructing his officers to fight
to the last, he called together several monks and with them
entered the church of Bom Gesu, wherein lie in splendid
state the earthly remains of Francis Xavier.

This famous man, the scion of a noble Spanish house,
was one of the first seven disciples of Ignatius Loyala, the
founder of the Jesuits. At first ordered to convert to
Christianity the Musulmans of Palestine, Xavier was
afterwards chosen by Loyala to be the head of the mission
sent by John III. of Portugal to convert the east. From
1542 to 1547 he preached in southern India and the Spice
Islands and then loft for Japan. Death overtook him in
1552 when about to attempt the conversion of China* His

* This is different from the island of Salsotto to the north of Bombay.